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For use with the Common Assessment Framework & Referrals to Children's Social Care in conjunction with the
Children In Need - Guide For Those Who Work with Children & Their Families

Assessing the needs of a child or young person is a often a complex task and the level of need will be high in some areas, low in
others and change over time. This document is produced in addition to Bexley Children Social Care Threshold leaflet, London CAF
Protocol and London Child Protection Procedures and is available to all those working in Bexley and serves to 'translate’ the pan
London guidance into the local context.

The continuum of need matrix does not provide an exhaustive list but provides examples that can be used as a tool to assist
planning, assessment and decision making when considering the needs of children and their safeguarding needs in particular.

For most children their needs are met through universal services with no need for additional multi-agency assessment or planning.
These children are included in Level 1 of the London CAF Protocol but are not included in this matrix.

For some areas of need there are specialist tools available to assist in the assessment of those needs, where these exist they are
referred to in the matrix. The resources list in Appendix 1 includes these references.
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Domestic Violence (Scale 1-2 DV
Matrix)

e Parental mental health issues impacting

on ability to parent

e Parental learning difficulties
Pre-birth concerns for unborn child
Clear evidence of low/moderate neglect issues
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Appendix 1 - Resources, Assessment Tools:

Worried about a Child....? leaflet available from Children & Young People Services
Bexley Children Social Care Threshold

Bexley Common Assessment Framework Guidance & Forms ww.bexley.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=4647

Integrated Working without Boundaries
Pan London CAF Protocol www.younglondonmatters.org/uploads/documents/mobilityandyounglondoncafprotocol.pdf

London Child Protection Procedures (LCPP) www.londoncpc.gov.uk/procedures/

What to Do If you Are Worried a Child is Being Abused
www.dcsf.gov.uk/everychildmatters/resources-and-practice/|G00182

When to Suspect Child Maltreatment (NICE) www.nice.org/CG89

Barnardo's Multi-Agency Domestic Violence Risk Identification Matrix
(LCPP Supplementary procedures) www.londonscb.gov.uk/files/procedures/dv/dv_risk assessment matrix__final.pdf

Assessment Tool for Substance Misuse

Joint Service Protocol to Meet the Needs of Children and Unborn Children whose Parents or Carers have Mental Health
Problems or Misuse Substances www.bexleylscb.org.uk/bexley policies and procedures.html

Inter-agency Protocol to meet Needs of Children Whose Parents have a Learning Difficulty or Disability

Combating Bullying & Discriminatory Behaviour Strategy www.bexleylscb.org.uk/bexley policies and procedures.html

Interim Inter-agency Protocol - Children who go Missing from Home or Care
www.bexleylscb.org.uk/bexley policies and procedures.html




